
 
 

Applied Urban Science Group 
 

Concept for Events Series – Spring 2018 
 
OBJECTIVE OF THE EVENTS SERIES 
 
(1) Provide a platform for CUSP students to interact with leaders in urban tech and informatics.  
(2) A space for CUSP students to share their ideas and research. 
(3) Opportunity to build skills and experience with public speaking.  
 
LOGISTICS 
 
Events will be held on Mondays from 6pm-8pm at 370 Jay Street approximately twice monthly. 
 

SPEAKERS 
 
The speakers will include: 

(i) Leaders from city government and individual city agencies 
(ii) Representatives from urban technology firms and start-ups 
(iii) Subject matter experts on urban data science 

 

PRESENTATION FORMAT 
 
At each event, the guest speaker will be invited to talk for 20 minutes, then engage in a highly                   
interactive Q&A with the CUSP students for the remaining time. The focus is on small group                
interaction and discussion. Informal and participatory flavor.  
 

PLATFORM FOR STUDENT PARTICIPATION 
 
Two steps to promote as much student participation as possible: 
 

1. Lightning Talks.  
 
At the start of each session, up to three students will make ‘lightning talks’ on an urban                 
topic of their choice. The talks have one rule: they must finish within 5 minutes. Red                
lights and / or auto-turn of slides will be used to enforce this. Keeping within the                
5-minute time limit will be part of the exercise and fun, and allow everyone to speak. 
 
‘Single slide’ talks are also encouraged. In this format, the presenter uses just one slide,               
giving a concise but impactful summary of their topic or research. 
 

Applied Urban Science Group (AUSG): https://ausginfo.wixsite.com/urban  

https://ausginfo.wixsite.com/urban


 
 

2. ‘Commentator’ panel role. 
 

The AUSG committee will invite one student to act as commentator for each guest speaker.               
The requirement is to spend at least 20 minute researching the guest speaker’s work and               
the topic for the speech. The commentator should then ask the initial questions to kick off                
the Q&A. They will be recognized as part of the panel. 

 
SUPPORT FOR LIGHTNING TALKS 
 
The lightning talks and panel role are open to everyone: please email the AUSG committee to                
take part. The event series organizers will also reach out proactively to CUSP students to seek a                 
broad participation. The focus is on inclusivity. Understanding that some students have            
extensive presentation experience while others are just starting with public speaking, the            
organizers will actively engage with CUSP students with support for their potential talks,             
including feedback on the topic and draft slide(s). Priority is creating a friendly and supportive               
atmosphere. 
 

ALUMNI - STUDENT CONNECTIONS 
 
CUSP alumni will be invited to participate at the events in order to share their post-graduation                
experience with the current students. 

 
SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY ELEMENT 
 
The series will be a fun gathering for the CUSP grad student community, with refreshments to                
encourage people to get together. 
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